
CHESHIRE PUBLIC SCHOOLS   Form 11
 STUDENT ATHLETIC AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

POLICY ON USE OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO OR DRUGS
OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL

Participation in extracurricular activities and student leadership positions is a privilege, not a
student right.  It is the position of the Board of Education that students attain and retain this
privilege by maintaining high standards of decorum, both in school and school-related activities,
and outside of the school environment.

The Board of Education directs the administration to develop standards of conduct for
participation by students in extracurricular or leadership activities.  Further, the Board directs
that appropriate notification of this policy and its attendance regulations be provided to all
students and parents annually. For grades 7-12, school disciplinary consequences and counseling
as appropriate are to occur.

Part ici pants in extr acurri cular  acti vit ies incl udi ng but not  li mit ed to al l int erscholasti c,  intramural 
and club sports, student organi zat ions and other school -sponsor ed associat ions or gr oups, shall  not
possess or  consume, knowingl y be in the pr esence of a person(s)  who unl awf ul ly possesses, sells or 
di st ributes,  al cohol ic bever ages or any cont rol led or prescr ipt ion substance wi thout  a prescription, 
incl udi ng st eroids, or shall  not possess or consum e,  sell or  di str ibute tobacco, on or off  school
gr ounds, at any ti me during the school year and for the peri od of ti me school sponsored acti vit ies
occur duri ng summer recess.

For the fi rst viol at ion of  this regulat ion, the st udent  shal l be suspended from  part ici pat ion in all 
extr acurri cular  events or leadership posit ions for  three weeks and/or as may be appr opr iat e for  one
perf orm ance.  * For  at hletes, the suspension shal l be thr ee weeks or six contests, or unt il  the end of 
the cur rent season, whi chever is shorter.  Any student who is suspended fr om  parti ci pat ion in
extr acurri cular  acti vit ies under thi s regulation shall be requi red to part icipate in a counseli ng
pr ogram  as a condi ti on of reest abl ishing eli gibili ty, which counseli ng may incl ude part ici pation by
the student’ s parent /guardian.  In conj uncti on wit h the suspension from  extr acurri cular  acti vit ies,
both the student and hi s/her  parent/ guardi an wi ll be requi red to sign a st at ement acknowledging the
consequences of  subsequent  viol ati ons of thi s regulation.  T he student wil l be per mi tted to
part ici pat e in all  acti vit ies, including but  not lim ited to practi ces, meeti ngs, and subsequent  work
sessions.

For the second violation, the student will  be suspended fr om  al l ext racurr icular act ivi ties for  180
consecutive school  days.  The student may be requi red to take part  in an additi onal counseli ng
pr ogram  to reestabli sh eli gi bil ity, whi ch counseli ng may include par ticipati on by the student’s
parent/ guardian.

For thi rd and any subsequent  vi olati ons, the st udent  wi ll be permanentl y banned fr om  al l
extr acurri cular  part ici pat ion for the durati on of hi s/her lengt h of tim e rem aining at Dodd Middle
School,  or  Cheshir e High School .  The student will  be encour aged to par ticipate in an appr opriate
chem ical dependency program. 

When di sci pl inary action is contem pl ated pur suant to this policy, the assi st ant  pr incipal or 
desi gnated admi nistr ator shall hol d an inf or mal  hear ing wi th the student, at  which time the student
wi ll  be gi ven an opport uni ty to expl ain the sit uat ion.



*For example, if a school play were four weeks from the onset of the suspension, the student could
be suspended from participation for three weeks and the first performance of the play.

For the second and thir d violat ions the st udent  may appeal  his/ her  discipl inary acti on to a hearing
panel to include the Pr incipal and two cer ti fied staff mem bers.   T he heari ng panel  will  have the
authori ty to modif y the di scipl inary action taken.   The results of  the heari ng panels decision ar e
fi nal.  Guideli nes f or the appeal pr ocess wi ll be devel oped by the admi nistr ati on. 

Vi ol ati ons of t he policy shall be cumul ati ve throughout  gr ades 7-8 and 9-12. 

This policy and at tendant regul ati on in no way lim it s the Cheshire Publ ic School Adm ini str at ion’s
abil ity to pursue di sci pli nary proceedi ngs, including but not limi ted to suspension and/or  expulsi on
fr om  the Cheshi re Publi c School s in accordance wit h the Boar d of Educat ion’s di sci pl inary policy,
for possessi on,  use or distr ibution of alcohol,  tobacco and/ or contr oll ed subst ances where

1. We hereby acknowledge that we have read the rules and regulations pertaining to the use of
tobacco products, drugs and alcohol by students, and agree that they will be adhered to while
participating in the CHS Marching Band and/or Winterguard and/or Dodd Junior Guard
Programs. We understand that violation of these rules will result in suspension from the CHS
Marching Band and/or Winterguard and/or Dodd Junior Guard Programs for the period specified.

2. I  ____________________________________________ [parent/guardian] give permission for

______________________________________________ [student] to participate in the CHS
Marching Band and/or Winterguard and/or Dodd Junior Guard Programs realizing that such
activities involve the potential for injury which is inherent in all activities. I acknowledge that
even with the best instruction and strict observance of rules, injuries are still a possibility.

3. I/we hereby give my/our permission to the Town of Cheshire, the Cheshire Board of Education,
Cheshire High School, Dodd Middle School and the Cheshire High School Band Parents’
Association, Inc. to use my/our child’s picture or likeness for any Music Department publicity,
advertising and/or promotion in any form of media including, without limitation, newspapers,
magazines, posters, television or website.
appr opr iat e. 

Signed: ______________________________________Date: ________________Grade: ________
(Student)

Signed: ______________________________________Date: ________________
(Parent or Guardian)
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